Fatalities from undetected appendicitis in early childhood.
A survey of unexpected death in children 1 to 5 years of age in a defined community over a 9-year period revealed three deaths, representing 4.5 deaths per million at risk per year. These cases were preceded by recognized prodromal symptoms, yet proper diagnosis did not occur and prompt therapy was not instituted. A higher index of suspicion, improved attention to early symptoms, and decreased therapeutic delay are suggested to prevent these deaths.